Struggling at school - a practical approach to the child who is not coping.
Children struggling at school represent a very substantial segment of paediatric morbidity.1 Up to 20% of children have learning or behavioural problems that interfere with school functioning, which suggests this is a significant public health issue. There is evidence that persistent school problems can have a negative impact on a range of outcomes throughout the life course into adult To provide an approach to the assessment of the child who presents with problems at school. The reasons for children's school problems are many and varied - there are a number of biological and environmental factors that can have a role. Sometimes the aetiology is clear but often it is obscure. A comprehensive assessment of these children is important and results in a management plan that addresses the child's strengths and weaknesses. The general practitioner can play an important part in the early identification of these children, as well as providing informed, ongoing follow up and advocacy.